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a revival of the life of the Christian Churches, centred in Cairo
and Beirut: first among the Uniates, mainly under the inspira-
tion of French missionaries, and secondly in the Greek Orthodox
and Armenian Orthodox Churches. It found expression in many
ways, among them the growth of an exotic Catholic literature in
the French language.

An incidental result of the aptitude of Christians and Jews
for Western languages and ways of thought was their usefulness
to Western Governments and companies, which therefore tended
to draw a disproportionately large number of their minor
employees from the minorities. This considerably affected their
social structure and also aroused the envy and hatred of an
increasingly important section of the majority.

As has been said, the immediate effect of this process was to
widen the gap between minorities and majority. It was not
long, however, before the Moslems also came under the influence
of Western civilization. In general, they were never so un-
critically in love with it as the Christians, and many of them felt
fear and even repulsion for it. Their different attitudes towards
it may be classified as follows:

(i) There were some who hated Western civilization because
it was Christian and because it was threatening to break up
their old world, and who wanted to keep it out by all means
possible.

(ii) Others recognized the elements of value in the Western
tradition and the necessity of accepting them, but wished at the
same time to retain the lasting elements in Islam and the Arab
tradition. For them the problem was one of 'modernizing*
Islam; this tended to raise the further question of the relation
between.Islam and Christianity.

(iii) Others again wished to accept that part of the Western
tradition which was essentially lay, liberal and scientific, with
religious toleration and even indifference as an incidental con-
sequence. They wished to abandon Islam in all except a formal
sense and to build a secular Western civilization in the Arab
world.

The Reform Vf the Ottoman Government

The Ottoman Government did not remain wholly passive and
neutral in face of the Western influences entering its domaips.
From Mahmud II onwards, the Sultans and their-Ministers